Liveable Places

Design, quality and place

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate

well designed development that makes
successful places by taking a design-led
approach and applying the Place Principle.

Policy Outcomes:
* Quality places, spaces and environments.
» Places that consistently deliver healthy,

pleasant, distinctive, connected,
sustainable and adaptable qualities.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should be place-based and created in
line with the Place Principle. The spatial strategy
should be underpinned by the six qualities of
successful places. LDPs should provide clear
expectations for design, quality and place taking
account of the local context, characteristics

and connectivity of the area. They should also
identify where more detailed design guidance

is expected, for example, by way of design
frameworks, briefs, masterplans and design
codes.

Planning authorities should use the Place
Standard tool in the preparation of LDPs and
design guidance to engage with communities
and other stakeholders. They should also
where relevant promote its use in early design
discussions on planning applications.

National Planning Framework 4
59
Enclosure 41

Policy 14

a) Development proposals will be designed to
improve the quality of an area whether in
urban or rural locations and regardless of
scale.

b) Development proposals will be supported
where they are consistent with the six qualities
of successful places:

Healthy: Supporting the prioritisation of
women’s safety and improving physical and
mental health.

Pleasant: Supporting attractive natural and
built spaces.

Connected: Supporting well connected
networks that make moving around easy
and reduce car dependency

Distinctive: Supporting attention to detail
of local architectural styles and natural
landscapes to be interpreted, literally or
creatively, into designs to reinforce identity.

Sustainable: Supporting the efficient use
of resources that will allow people to live,

play, work and stay in their area, ensuring
climate resilience, and integrating nature

positive, biodiversity solutions.

Adaptable: Supporting commitment

to investing in the long-term value of
buildings, streets and spaces by allowing
for flexibility so that they can be changed
quickly to accommodate different uses as
well as maintained over time.

Further details on delivering the six qualities of
successful places are set out in Annex D.

c) Development proposals that are poorly
designed, detrimental to the amenity of the
surrounding area or inconsistent with the six
qualities of successful places, will not be
supported.
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Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets
@ Local living

@ Compact urban growth

@ Rebalanced development

@ Rural revitalisation

Key policy connections:
All other policies.
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Local Living and 20 minute
neighbourhoods

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate the
application of the Place Principle and create
connected and compact neighbourhoods
where people can meet the majority of their
daily needs within a reasonable distance of
their home, preferably by walking, wheeling or
cycling or using sustainable transport options.

Policy Outcomes:

» Places are planned to improve local living
in a way that reflects local circumstances.

* A network of high-quality, accessible,
mixed-use neighbourhoods which support
health and wellbeing, reduce inequalities
and are resilient to the effects of climate
change.

* New and existing communities are planned
together with homes and the key local
infrastructure including schools, community
centres, local shops, greenspaces, health
and social care, digital and sustainable
transport links.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should support local living, including

20 minute neighbourhoods within settlements,
through the spatial strategy, associated site
briefs and masterplans. The approach should
take into account the local context, consider
the varying settlement patterns and reflect the
particular characteristics and challenges faced
by each place. Communities and businesses will
have an important role to play in informing this,
helping to strengthen local living through their
engagement with the planning system.

Policy 15

a) Development proposals will contribute
to local living including, where relevant,
20 minute neighbourhoods. To establish
this, consideration will be given to existing

settlement pattern, and the level and quality of
interconnectivity of the proposed development
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with the surrounding area, including local
access to:

+ sustainable modes of transport including
local public transport and safe, high quality
walking, wheeling and cycling networks;

* employment;
* shopping;
* health and social care facilities;

+ childcare, schools and lifelong learning
opportunities;

* playgrounds and informal play
opportunities, parks, green streets and
spaces, community gardens, opportunities
for food growth and allotments, sport and
recreation facilities;

* publicly accessible toilets;

 affordable and accessible housing options,
ability to age in place and housing
diversity.

Policy impact:

@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets
@ Local living

@ Compact urban growth

@ Rebalanced development

@ Rural revitalisation

Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Sustainable transport

Design, quality and place

Infrastructure first

Quality homes

Blue and green infrastructure

Play, recreation and sport

Community wealth building

City, town, local and commercial centres

Retail
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Quality homes

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate the
delivery of more high quality, affordable and
sustainable homes, in the right locations,
providing choice across tenures that meet
the diverse housing needs of people and
communities across Scotland.

Policy Outcomes:

» (Good quality homes are at the heart
of great places and contribute to
strengthening the health and wellbeing of
communities.

» Provision of land in the right locations to
accommodate future need and demand
for new homes, supported by the
appropriate infrastructure.

* More energy efficient, net zero emissions
homes, supporting a greener, fairer and
more inclusive wellbeing economy and
community wealth building, tackling both
fuel and child poverty.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs are expected to identify a Local Housing
Land Requirement for the area they cover. This
is to meet the duty for a housing target and

to represent how much land is required. To
promote an ambitious and plan-led approach,
the Local Housing Land Requirement is
expected to exceed the 10 year Minimum All-
Tenure Housing Land Requirement (MATHLR)
set out in Annex E.

Deliverable land should be allocated to meet
the 10 year Local Housing Land Requirement in
locations that create quality places for people to
live. Areas that may be suitable for new homes
beyond 10 years are also to be identified. The
location of where new homes are allocated
should be consistent with local living including,
where relevant, 20 minute neighbourhoods and
an infrastructure first approach. In rural and
island areas, authorities are encouraged to

set out tailored approaches to housing which
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reflect locally specific market circumstances and
delivery approaches. Diverse needs and delivery
models should be taken into account across

all areas, as well as allocating land to ensure
provision of accommodation for Gypsy/Travellers
and Travelling Showpeople where need is
identified.

The LDP delivery programme is expected to
establish a deliverable housing land pipeline

for the Local Housing Land Requirement.

The purpose of the pipeline is to provide a
transparent view of the phasing of housing
allocations so that interventions, including
infrastructure, that enable delivery can be
planned: it is not to stage permissions.
Representing when land will be brought forward,
phasing is expected across the short (1-3 years),
medium (4-6 years) and long-term (7-10 years).
Where sites earlier in the deliverable housing
land pipeline are not delivering as programmed,
and alternative delivery mechanisms identified

in the delivery programme are not practical,
measures should be considered to enable earlier
delivery of long-term deliverable sites (7-10
years) or areas identified for new homes beyond
10 years. De-allocations should be considered
where sites are no longer deliverable. The
annual Housing Land Audit will monitor the
delivery of housing land to inform the pipeline
and the actions to be taken in the delivery
programme.

Policy 16

a) Development proposals for new homes on
land allocated for housing in LDPs will be
supported.

b) Development proposals that include 50 or
more homes, and smaller developments if
required by local policy or guidance, should
be accompanied by a Statement of Community
Benefit. The statement will explain the
contribution of the proposed development to:

I. meeting local housing requirements,
including affordable homes;

ii. providing or enhancing local infrastructure,
facilities and services; and

iii. improving the residential amenity of the
surrounding area.
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c) Development proposals for new homes

that improve affordability and choice by
being adaptable to changing and diverse
needs, and which address identified gaps
in provision, will be supported. This could
include:

i. self-provided homes;

ii. accessible, adaptable and wheelchair
accessible homes;

iii. build to rent;
iv. affordable homes;

v. arange of size of homes such as those
for larger families;

vi. homes for older people, including
supported accommodation, care homes
and sheltered housing;

vii. homes for people undertaking further and
higher education; and

viii. homes for other specialist groups such as
service personnel.

d) Development proposals for public or private,

permanent or temporary, Gypsy/Travellers
sites and family yards and Travelling
Showpeople yards, including on land not
specifically allocated for this use in the

LDP, should be supported where a need

is identified and the proposal is otherwise
consistent with the plan spatial strategy and
other relevant policies, including human rights
and equality.

e) Development proposals for new homes will

be supported where they make provision
for affordable homes to meet an identified
need. Proposals for market homes will only
be supported where the contribution to

the provision of affordable homes on a site
will be at least 25% of the total number of
homes, unless the LDP sets out locations or
circumstances where:

i. a higher contribution is justified by
evidence of need, or

ii. a lower contribution is justified, for example,
by evidence of impact on viability,
where proposals are small in scale, or to
incentivise particular types of homes that
are needed to diversify the supply, such as
self-build or wheelchair accessible homes.
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The contribution is to be provided in
accordance with local policy or guidance.

Development proposals for new homes on
land not allocated for housing in the LDP will
only be supported in limited circumstances
where:

I. the proposal is supported by an agreed
timescale for build-out; and

ii. the proposal is otherwise consistent with
the plan spatial strategy and other relevant
policies including local living and 20 minute
neighbourhoods;

iii. and either:

* delivery of sites is happening earlier
than identified in the deliverable housing
land pipeline. This will be determined
by reference to two consecutive years
of the Housing Land Audit evidencing
substantial delivery earlier than pipeline
timescales and that general trend being
sustained; or

* the proposal is consistent with policy on
rural homes; or

* the proposal is for smaller scale
opportunities within an existing
settlement boundary; or

* the proposal is for the delivery of less
than 50 affordable homes as part of
a local authority supported affordable
housing plan.

g) Householder development proposals will be

supported where they:

I. do not have a detrimental impact on the
character or environmental quality of the
home and the surrounding area in terms of
size, design and materials; and

ii. do not have a detrimental effect on
the neighbouring properties in terms
of physical impact, overshadowing or
overlooking.

h) Householder development proposals that

provide adaptations in response to risks from
a changing climate, or relating to people
with health conditions that lead to particular
accommodation needs will be supported.
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Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets
@ Local living

@ Compact urban growth

@ Rebalanced development

@ Rural revitalisation

Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Green belts

Brownfield, vacant and derelict land and
empty buildings

Sustainable transport

Design, quality and place

Local Living and 20 minute neighbourhoods

Infrastructure first

Heat and cooling

Blue and green infrastructure

Play, recreation and sport

Rural homes
Health and safety

City, town, local and commercial centres
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National Planning Framework 4
64



Rural homes

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate the
delivery of more high quality, affordable

and sustainable rural homes in the right

locations.

Policy Outcomes:

» Improved choice of homes across tenures
so that identified local needs of people
and communities in rural and island areas
are met.

* Homes are provided that support
sustainable rural communities and are
linked with service provision.

» The distinctive character, sense of place
and natural and cultural assets of rural
areas are safeguarded and enhanced.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should be informed by an understanding
of population change over time, locally specific
needs and market circumstances in rural and
island areas.

LDPs should set out tailored approaches to rural
housing and where relevant include proposals
for future population growth — including
provision for small-scale housing such as

crofts and woodland crofts and the appropriate
resettlement of previously inhabited areas.

The Scottish Government’s 6 fold Urban Rural
Classification 2020 should be used to identify
remote rural areas. Plans should reflect locally
appropriate delivery approaches. Previously
inhabited areas that are suitable for resettlement
should be identified in the spatial strategy.

National Planning Framework 4
65

Policy 17

a) Development proposals for new homes in
rural areas will be supported where the
development is suitably scaled, sited and
designed to be in keeping with the character
of the area and the development:

I. is on a site allocated for housing within
the LDP;

i. reuses brownfield land where a return to
a natural state has not or will not happen
without intervention;

iii. reuses a redundant or unused building;

Iv. is an appropriate use of a historic
environment asset or is appropriate
enabling development to secure the
future of historic environment assets;

v. is demonstrated to be necessary to
support the sustainable management of a
viable rural business or croft, and there is
an essential need for a worker (including
those taking majority control of a farm
business) to live permanently at or near
their place of work;

vi. is for a single home for the retirement
succession of a viable farm holding;

vii. is for the subdivision of an existing
residential dwelling; the scale of which
is in keeping with the character and
infrastructure provision in the area; or

viii. reinstates a former dwelling house or is
a one-for-one replacement of an existing
permanent house.

b) Development proposals for new homes in
rural areas will consider how the development
will contribute towards local living and take
into account identified local housing needs
(including affordable housing), economic
considerations and the transport needs of
the development as appropriate for the rural
location.

c) Development proposals for new homes in
remote rural areas will be supported where
the proposal:

I. supports and sustains existing fragile
communities;

ii. supports identified local housing outcomes;
and
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iii. is suitable in terms of location, access, and
environmental impact.

d) Development proposals for new homes
that support the resettlement of previously
inhabited areas will be supported where the
proposal:

i. isin an area identified in the LDP as
suitable for resettlement;

ii. is designed to a high standard;
iii. responds to its rural location; and

iv. is designed to minimise greenhouse gas
emissions as far as possible.

Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets
@ Local living

@ Compact urban growth

@ Rebalanced development

@ Rural revitalisation
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Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Natural places

Historic assets and places

Green belts

Brownfield, vacant and derelict land and
empty buildings

Coastal development

Sustainable transport

Design, quality and place

Local Living and 20 minute neighbourhoods

Infrastructure first

Quality homes

City, town, local and commercial centres

Rural development

Tourism
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Infrastructure first

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate

an infrastructure first approach to land

use planning, which puts infrastructure
considerations at the heart of placemaking.

Policy Outcomes:

* Infrastructure considerations are integral
to development planning and decision
making and potential impacts on
infrastructure and infrastructure needs
are understood early in the development
planning process as part of an evidenced
based approach.

» Existing infrastructure assets are used
sustainably, prioritising low-carbon
solutions.

* Infrastructure requirements, and their
planned delivery to meet the needs of
communities, are clear.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs and delivery programmes should be
based on an integrated infrastructure first
approach. Plans should:

* be informed by evidence on infrastructure
capacity, condition, needs and deliverability
within the plan area, including cross boundary
infrastructure;

 set out the infrastructure requirements to
deliver the spatial strategy, informed by the
evidence base, identifying the infrastructure
priorities, and where, how, when and by
whom they will be delivered; and

* indicate the type, level (or method of
calculation) and location of the financial
or in-kind contributions, and the types of
development from which they will be required.
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Plans should align with relevant national, regional
and local infrastructure plans and policies

and take account of the Scottish Government
infrastructure investment hierarchy and
sustainable travel and investment hierarchies in
developing the spatial strategy. Consistent early
engagement and collaboration between relevant
stakeholders will better inform decisions on land
use and investment.

Policy 18

a) Development proposals which provide (or
contribute to) infrastructure in line with that
identified as necessary in LDPs and their
delivery programmes will be supported.

b) The impacts of development proposals
on infrastructure should be mitigated.
Development proposals will only be
supported where it can be demonstrated
that provision is made to address the
impacts on infrastructure. Where planning
conditions, planning obligations, or other legal
agreements are to be used, the relevant tests

will apply.

Where planning obligations are entered into, they
should meet the following tests:

— be necessary to make the proposed
development acceptable in planning terms

—serve a planning purpose

—relate to the impacts of the proposed
development

—fairly and reasonably relate in scale and kind to
the proposed development

—be reasonable in all other respects

Planning conditions should only be imposed
where they meet all of the following tests. They
should be:

—necessary
—relevant to planning

—relevant to the development to be permitted
—enforceable

— precise

—reasonable in all other respects
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Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets
@ Local living
@ Compact urban growth

@ Rebalanced development

Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Biodiversity

Brownfield, vacant and derelict land and
empty buildings

Energy
Zero waste

Sustainable transport

Design, quality and place

Local Living and 20 minute neighbourhoods

Heat and cooling

Quality homes

Rural homes
Blue and green infrastructure

Play, recreation and sport

Flood risk and water management

Health and safety

Digital infrastructure

Business and industry

City, town, local and commercial centres

Rural development
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Heat and cooling

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To encourage, promote and facilitate
development that supports decarbonised
solutions to heat and cooling demand
and ensure adaptation to more extreme
temperatures.

Policy Outcomes:

» Development is connected to expanded
heat networks which use and store heat
from low or zero emission sources.

« Buildings and places are adapted to
more extreme temperatures.

Local Development Plans:
LDPs should take into account the area’s Local

Heat & Energy Efficiency Strategy (LHEES). The
spatial strategy should take into account areas of
heat network potential and any designated Heat

Network Zones (HNZ).

Policy 19

a) Development proposals within or adjacent to
a Heat Network Zone identified in a LDP will
only be supported where they are designed
and constructed to connect to the existing
heat network.

b) Proposals for retrofitting a connection to a
heat network will be supported.

c) Where a heat network is planned but not
yet in place, development proposals will
only be supported where they are designed
and constructed to allow for cost-effective
connection at a later date.

d) National and major developments that will
generate waste or surplus heat and which
are located in areas of heat demand, will be
supported providing wider considerations,
including residential amenity, are not
adversely impacted. A Heat and Power Plan
should demonstrate how energy recovered

from the development will be used to produce

electricity and heat.
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e) Development proposals for energy

infrastructure will be supported where they:

i. repurpose former fossil fuel infrastructure
for the production or handling of low
carbon energy;

ii. are within or adjacent to a Heat Network
Zone; and

iii. can be cost-effectively linked to an existing
or planned heat network.

Development proposals for buildings that will
be occupied by people will be supported
where they are designed to promote
sustainable temperature management, for
example by prioritising natural or passive
solutions such as siting, orientation, and
materials.

Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Conserving and recycling assets

@ Rebalanced development

Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Energy
Zero waste

Infrastructure first

Blue and green infrastructure

Business and industry
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Blue and green infrastructure

Policy Principles

Policy Intent:

To protect and enhance blue and green
infrastructure and their networks.

Policy Outcomes:

» Blue and green infrastructure are
an integral part of early design and
development processes; are designed to
deliver multiple functions including climate
mitigation, nature restoration, biodiversity
enhancement, flood prevention and water
management.

« Communities benefit from accessible,
high quality blue, green and civic spaces.

Local Development Plans:

LDPs should be informed by relevant, up-to-
date audits and/or strategies, covering the
multiple functions and benefits of blue and
green infrastructure. The spatial strategy should
identify and protect blue and green infrastructure
assets and networks; enhance and expand
existing provision including new blue and/or
green infrastructure. This may include retrofitting.
Priorities for connectivity to other blue and/or
green infrastructure assets, including to address
cross-boundary needs and opportunities, should
also be identified.

LDPs should encourage the permanent or
temporary use of unused or under-used land as
green infrastructure. Where this is temporary, this
should not prevent future development potential
from being realised.

LDPs should safeguard access rights and

core paths, including active travel routes, and
encourage new and enhanced opportunities for
access linked to wider networks.
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Policy 20
a) Development proposals that result in

fragmentation or net loss of existing blue and
green infrastructure will only be supported
where it can be demonstrated that the
proposal would not result in or exacerbate a
deficit in blue or green infrastructure provision,
and the overall integrity of the network will be
maintained. The planning authority’s Open
Space Strategy should inform this.

b) Development proposals for or incorporating

new or enhanced blue and/or green
infrastructure will be supported. Where
appropriate, this will be an integral element
of the design that responds to local
circumstances.

Design will take account of existing provision,
new requirements and network connections
(identified in relevant strategies such as

the Open Space Strategies) to ensure the
proposed blue and/or green infrastructure

is of an appropriate type(s), quantity, quality
and accessibility and is designed to be multi-
functional and well integrated into the overall
proposals.

c) Development proposals in regional and

country parks will only be supported where
they are compatible with the uses, natural
habitats, and character of the park.

d) Development proposals for temporary open

space or green space on unused or under-
used land will be supported.

e) Development proposals that include new or

enhanced blue and/or green infrastructure
will provide effective management and
maintenance plans covering the funding
arrangements for their long-term delivery and
upkeep, and the party or parties responsible
for these.
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Policy impact:
@ Just Transition

@ Local living
@ Compact urban growth
@ Rebalanced development

@ Rural revitalisation
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Key policy connections:
Tackling the climate and nature crises

Climate mitigation and adaptation

Biodiversity
Natural places

Soils
Forestry, woodland and trees

Historic assets and places

Green belts
Sustainable transport

Design, quality and place

Local Living and 20 minute neighbourhoods

Infrastructure first

Heat and cooling

Quality homes

Play, recreation and sport

Flood risk and water management

Health and safety

City, town, local and commercial centres

Rural development
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