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Place and Environment - Placemaking

PEO1 Placemaking
Development proposals should promote the six
qualities of successful places as defined in Scottish

Planning Policy by addressing the following principles:

1. Distinctive

* Existing natural and historic environment features
should be identified, conserved, enhanced and
integrated sensitively intfo development. Further
guidance is set out in Policies PE0O5-PE27, and
accompanying Supplementary Guidance
$G07- SG12;

The scale, siting and design of new development
should respond positively and sympathetically

to the site’s surroundings, and create a coherent
structure of buildings, streets and public spaces
that are attractive, distinctive and create a
sense of identity within the development. Further
guidance is set out in $G02 ‘Neighbourhood

Design’;

Development should include landscaping and
green infrastructure which enhances, structures
and unifies the development, assists integration
with its surroundings, manages surface water
sustainably, and contributes, where appropriate,
to the wider green network. Further guidance is
set out in SG05 ‘Green Infrastructure and New
Development’;

Developments of a significant scale should
contribute to public art either through a
contribution to an existing local project, or
through provision of public art within the
development, guided by a strategy prepared

by the developer in consultation with the Council
and Falkirk Community Trust. Further guidance is
set out within $G13 ‘Developer Contributions’ and
the public art procurement guide produced by
Falkirk Community Trust.

2. Safe and pleasant

* Development should create a safe and secure
environment for all users through the provision
of high levels of natural surveillance for access
routes and public spaces and provision of safe
access for all. Further guidance is set out in SG02
‘Neighbourhood Design’;

Development should not exacerbate existing
air quality issues or introduce new sources of
pollution which impact on local air quality
without appropriate mitigation.

3. Easy to move around and beyond

* Development should be designed to encourage
the use of active travel and sustainable,
integrated transport. Further guidance is set out
in Policies IR05-IR07;

* Development should build on the existing network
of paths, edges, nodes, districts and landmarks
to create places that people can navigate easily
around.

4.Welcoming

* Streets and public spaces should have buildings
fronting them or, where this is not possible, a high
quality hard or soft landscape treatment. Further
guidance is set out in $602 ‘Neighbourhood
Design’.

5.Adaptable

* Development should be designed to consider
how people use places differently, for example
depending on age or degree of personal
mobility;

* Where appropriate, development should provide
a mix of building densities, tenures and
typologies where a variety of diverse but
compatible uses can be integrated.

6. Resource efficient

* In support of climate change mitigation,
development should promote the efficient use
of natural resources and the minimisation of
greenhouse gas emissions through: energy
efficient design; choice and sourcing of
materials; reduction of waste; recycling of
materials and incorporating space to separate
materials at source; incorporation of low and zero
carbon generating technologies and integration
into neighbourhood and district heating networks.
Further guidance is set out in Policies IR12-IR14;

In support of climate change adaptation,
infrastructure needs and their impacts should
be identified and addressed by sustainable
mitigation techniques, with particular regard to
drainage, surface water management, flooding,
traffic, road safety and noise;

Provision should be made for the satisfactory
future management and maintenance of all
public areas, landscaping and infrastructure.

4.01 Placemaking is the art of creating good places.
Scottish Planning Policy identifies six qualities of successful
places which should form the basis of placemaking and
the design, development, renewal and regeneration of our
urban and rural built environments. Policy PEO1 expands
these six qualities into a number of principles which will
apply to all new development. This overarching design
policy is supported by a number of other topic LDP
policies and Supplementary Guidance notes to which
cross-references are made as appropriate. Of particular
importance is SG02’Neighbourhood Design’ which
interprets the principles of the Scottish Government’s
document ‘Designing Streets’ for the Falkirk area.
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Place and Environment - Natural Environment

PE1 3 Green and Blue Network PE14 Countryside PE15 Green Belt h
. The Council will support the delivery of the Central 1. The Urban and Village Limits defined on the 1. The following areas are designated as Green Belt: V)
Scotland Green Network in the Falkirk area, and Proposals Map represent the limit to the expansion o s TS e e e [ e e T el O
Falkirk Greenspace: A Strategy for Our Green of settlements. Land outwith these boundaries Cortidor: 9
Network, through the development and is designated as countryside. Development in ’ :
enhancement of a multi-functional network of the countryside will be assessed in terms of the * Polmont/Grangemouth/Bo’ness/Linlithgow O
green and blue components and corridors as set relevant countryside policies for specific uses Corridor; —
out in the Spatial Strategy; HCO05 and JEOS5); . . .
P 9y ( ) * Falkirk/Larbert/Denny/Bonnybridge Corridor; (r;l)
. Within the green and blue network the key priorities . Development proposals in the countryside for uses « Callendar Park and Wood
of biodiversity, outdoor access, landscape not covered by policies for specific uses will only aliendar Fark an 00Gas.
character enhancement, climate change, be permitted where: 2. The purpose of the Green Belt is:
placemaking and serving disadvantaged . . . .
communities will be promoted, with particular el be. demons_frcted i sy [EEL o e *To d"_ed development to the mo_st appropriate
reference to the opportunities detailed in the ool £ LA locations and support regeneration;
Proposals and Opportunities Schedule; and * They constitute infill development; or » To protect and enhance the character,
. New development should contribute to the green * They utilise appropriate existing buildings. !andsc_ape se,"'“? gnd |de.nt|_fy CliiD seﬂlg ment,
and blue network, where appropriate, through the ! ) - including maintaining their visual separation;
integration of green infrastructure into masterplans D?fdl'led 9wdance qn the. application of these « To protect and provide access to open space.
. - criteria will be contained in Supplementary
or through enabling opportunities for green and Guid SG01 D I tin the C tryside: o .
blue network improvement on adjacent land, in uiaance evelopment in the Couniryside; 3. WIThII? the Green _BeIT, development will not be
accordance with SG05 ‘Green Infrastructure and . Development proposals in the countryside should ST ur?lejss el e demons'rrak_ad 1hot_the
New Development’. additionally demonstrate that their scale, siting pr%p_?sal scglsf:jes w2 rfle;m;z: otu_tntr\_/lildetpollmes,
S - S and it can be demonstrated that it will no
. The seven community growing sites identified at . de5|_gn 5 Ul el s WII! 200 SIQnIfK.:qm undermine any of the purposes of the Green Belt
adverse impact on the rural environment, having \ purp
Appendix 1 (Proposal GN24) shall be safeguarded d to oth lici th tural ’ d as set out in (2) above.
from development unless proposals can Irfgtqr_ o °. er po |;.:|es zn d ? na ur_z an .
demonstrate, on a case-by-case basis, that there is Sls °r|'c env;ronrger.\é an sgs(ﬁqgm Iance n - 4.15 The Green Belt forms an important part of the
no longer a proven demand for allotment space. ":Ipy(a:em?n C_‘éyl izl S C ORI Spatial Strategy for the area. The primary purpose in the
e Couniryside.. Falkirk area is to safeguard the identity of communities by
4.13 The Spatial Strategy sets out in broad terms how the L ) . preventing development which would reduce their visual
Central Scotland Green Network, a national development :r;:r;rgﬁ dcshllr;tr)ésllicrﬁ tI: Ejl’ifclanstdra?g thifa{:: I?Igg/iltshtct)hgirect separation. It provides a stronger presumption against
within NPF3, will be implemented in the Falkirk area. o] 9 e i ?y St villoos development than the ‘countryside’ designation, and a more
The spatial focus will be on a series of green and blue grec\j’;r t%v:uos?;i]r??hgr vi(taa:il:raar?criesau 0 f))r(tlse;(r;ss;ti\rl: aﬁﬁ; '2 long term indication of the future shape of settlements. It
network components and corridors which are illustrated in services and infrastructureyln o dgiﬁ it seeksgto regvent forms a series of connected wedges between the main
Map 3.2. The thematic priorities are set out in the Falkirk dic and intrusive d .I t % h could h P settlements. The protection of landscape setting and
Greenspace Strategy. Policy PE13 supports the sporla Ic an' intrusive development which cou a've a recreational greenspace around towns are important
. . . . . detrimental impact on the character of the countryside. e
implementation of the Spatial Strategy, which will be . ) related objectives.
e . . However, there will be circumstances where development
through specific projects promoted by the Council and in the countryside will be appropriate
other partners, but also through the inclusion of green ry pprop ’
infrastructure such as landscaping, open space, habitats,
active travel and sustainable water management in new
development.
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PE17 Open Space and PE18 Landscape h
New Developmeni 1. The Council will seek to protect and enhance V)
New development should contribute positively to the landscape character and enhance landscape O
provision of open space in the area and support the quality throughout the Council area in accordance
objectives of the Open Space Strategy. Accordingly: with Supplementary Guidance SG09 ‘Landscape :
. Character Assessment and Landscape
1. Where appropriate, proposals for new Desi tions' O
. ; gnations’;
development should include public open space to —
create a sense of place, integrate the site with the 2.Development within Local Landscape Areas should m
wider green network, promote physical activity, be designed to minimise any adverse effects on the w
sport and active travel, enhance biodiversity, and landscape character and scenic interest for which
manage water within the site; and the area is designated ; and
. Where the quantity, quality or accessibility of 3.Development proposals which are likely to have
recreational and sport open space and play significant landscape and visual effects must
facilities in the locality is insufficient o meet the be accompanied by a landscape and visual
recreational needs of proposed new residential assessment demonstrating that, with appropriate
development, as informed by the standards in mitigation, a satisfactory landscape fit will be
the Open Space Strategy, the proposal should achieved.
address the identified deficiencies through either
the provision of new on-site recreational and sport 4.18 The Falkirk area has a varied landscape, whose
open space, or contributions to the improvement quality and character is important to the setting of
of off-site open space. settlements, and the area’s image and identity. Local
. . _ Landscape Areas (LLAs) identify the most important local
The detailed planning and design of new open space landscapes (Denny Hills, Slamannan Plateau/Avon Valley
within new developments, including the and South Bo'ness). However, in line with the European
methogology for de*e"“'"'"g_l c_:nd gddresslng Landscape Convention, there is a need to recognise the
recreahor'\al open ‘space SBIEEIE e CrEE value of all landscapes within the area, and to take account
eleilel il 5,605 Creen Infrastructure and New of this in assessing development proposals. Supplementary
bl elini Guidance SG09 ‘Landscape Character Assessment and
4.17 New development should generally incorporate open Landscape Designations’ therefore provides information on
) e : forces for change, sensitivies and development guidance
space. The provision of open space should be guided by a for all Landscape Character Areas
design-led approach which captures the specific character '
and opportunities presented by the site, and looks at
how open space can contribute to sustainability and
placemaking in the development. The recreational needs
of residents should also be addressed with reference to
the standards set out in the Open Space Strategy. Where
there are local deficiencies in provision these can be met
either through new open space on the site, or financial
contributions to upgrade existing off-site open space. SG05
‘Green Infrastructure and New Development’ provides more
detailed guidance on the methodology for determining the
provision of open space within developments.
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PE24 Flood Management PE25 Soils and Agricultural Land o
1. The Council will support the delivery of the » Water resistant materials and forms of 1. Any proposal for development that would involve -
objectives and actions set out in the Local Flood construction will be utilised where appropriate the loss of prime quality agricultural land (Classes 1, U
Risk Management Strategies and Local Flood Risk (including any development permitted in 2 and 3.1), will not be permitted unless it is essential O
Management Plans covering the area. There will medium to high risk areas (that accords with because it would be: —
be a presumption against development which the exceptions in the Food Risk Framework) or is « On a site specifically allocated for development in —
would prejudice the implementation of the located in adjacent low to medium risk areas). ihe LDP: or O
relevant actions. . Development proposals on previously developed « For development that would meet an overriding m
. Development proposals will be assessed against land which is at risk of flooding will be limited to local or national need and where no other suitable wn
the Flood Risk Framework set out in Scottish uses which are of equal or less vulnerability as . . )
Planning Policy, with development being avoided defined by SEPA’'s Land Use Vulnerability A B elielsler o
in locations at medium to high flood risk, unless it Guidance. * For small-scale development directly linked to a
qccord§ with the criteria _set out |_n the Framework. . Where suitably robust evidence suggests that rural business; or
There will be a presumption against new . : ; .
development which would: land contrlbu_tes or has the potential to contribute * For the generation of energy frorr_\ a renewable _
towards sustainable flood management measures source, or for the extraction of minerals, where this
* Be likely to be at risk of flooding; development will only be permitted where the would accord with other policy objectives and
. . . . . land’s sustainable flood management function secure provision could be made for restoration to
gw:;:;s:r:‘r;tl;avel el e el il can be safeguarded. return the land to its former status.
* Result in a use more vulnerable to flooding or with 4.25 The Falkirk area faces issues of fluvial, coastal and : :Ir ;5:;5 zlrs ;z:lgee\;%zﬁir:::: :::J :r’;:;:g (t;zr::lf;yef%
a larger footprint than any previous development surface water flooding, as identified on SEPA Flood Maps. . g .
on site; or For the purposes of flood risk management planning, it a::::satlalf‘;%rrzog or:q:hlzglls (eb:“s; " sz:;isblaggs blzg;
« Lead fo an increase in the T - falls mostly within the Forth Estuary Local Plan District, 2 ] e g oL 2
probability of flooding . - o and salt marshes) or rare soils (podzols, humus iron
elsewhere. W!th _a part of Rqral North falling within th_e Forth Local Plan podzols and saltings) will be required to submit a soil
_ " District. Flood Risk Management Strateglgs apd Plans or peat management plan which demonstrates that:
. Development proposals on land identified as have been prepared for both Local Plan Districts and have
being at medium to high risk from any source identified a number of key actions to address flooding » The areas of highest quality soil or deepest peat
of flooding, and low to medium risk areas as issues in the area. The highest priority action within the have been avoided;
identified by the Flood Risk Framework, or where Council area is the Grangemouth Flood Protection Scheme. « Any disturbance, degradation or erosion has been
other available information suggests there may be Details of the various schemes will emerge over time, and minimised throu,gh mitigation; and
a risk, including proposals to restore the natural the LDP will need to ensure that no development takes '
course of watercourses, will be required to provide place which would impede or unduly constrain options for * Any likely release of greenhouse gas emissions
a flood risk assessment in accordance with SEPA's the necessary works. caused by disturbance is offset.
Technical Flood Risk Guidance for Stakeholders .
e G e e 4.26 Policy PE24 also sets out the approach to . De.velop.ment should gnsure the sustglnable use of .
: development in areas which may be risk of flooding, which soils during construction and operation and commit
* Any flopd. risks can bc_a qdeqqately managed is based on the Flood Risk Framework in Scottish Planning to minimise soil sealing, erosion and compaction.
both within and outwith the site; Policy. Flood Risk Assessments will be required where
+ An adequate allowance for climate change flooding is an issue, to demonstrate that any flood risks can
and freeboard has been built into the flood risk be adequately managed and mitigated.
assessment;
* Access and egress can be provided to the site
which is free of flood risk; and
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