
 
EX109. 20mph Speed Limit Update, Pilot & Phase 1 Plan 
 

The Executive considered a report by the Director of Place Services which 
provided an update on the progress regarding the introduction of 20mph 
speed limits and sought approval to introduce 20mph pilot schemes. 
 
At its meeting on 18 January 2022, the Executive agreed to implement 
20mph speed limits in all town and most village centres as a first step, and 
to then proceed with a phased approach to the introduction of 20mph 
restrictions across the road network. However, on 6 December 2022 the 
Executive had noted that Transport Scotland was gathering information from 
Local Authorities with respect to 20mph speed limits, after which it was 
anticipated that Transport Scotland would provide further guidance, 
information on funding and a timetable for implementation and agreed that 
implementing the Council’s proposed 20mph speed limits in town centres 
and villages should be deferred until new guidance on 20mph speed limits 
was issued.  
 
As a result of the uncertainty surrounding the Scottish Government’s route 
to implementing 20mph limits across Scotland, it was considered that a pilot 
20mph scheme would provide useful information that could be used in any 
future consultation with the Scottish Government and would help shape the 
proposals for any permanent implementation. 
 
The criteria used to identify the preferred pilot sites were:- 
 

• the proposed location should be on an ‘A’ class road; 

• a part-time 20mph speed limit should be in operation along the route; 

• Residential & retail premises should exist at the location 
 

Having assessed all towns and villages in the Falkirk Council area against 
the above criteria, the preferred site had been identified as Airth. Within 
Airth, all the criteria were met and the minimal entrances & exits to the 
village allowed for the introduction of the pilot scheme to the full village. The 
area to the South from the Pow Burn had an existing 30mph speed limit, 
with minimal frontage and would provide useful data relating to speed 
surveys during the pilot. It also provided a differing speed limit change from 
the North, coming from a derestricted A class road, into a 40mph limit. Airth 
also offered zero abortive works if the pilot scheme was to be introduced 
permanently. 

 
Following the implementation of a pilot scheme in Airth, it was proposed that 
a Phase 1 roll out would be undertaken in the following areas:- 
 
Allandale, Avonbridge, Blackness, California, Dunmore, Fankerton, Glen 
Village, Limerigg, Muirhouses, Shieldhill, Skinflats, South Alloa, Standburn, 
Stoneywood, Torwood & Whitecross. 
 
The above areas had been identified as suitable as they would require 
minimal work in updating to a 20mph zone with a maximum of 3 entry/exit 
routes to the area. During the Airth pilot scheme, and the period of Phase 1 



roll out, further public consultation would be undertaken to gather feedback 
and gauge public opinion on the 20mph speed limit which would be 
considered when determining the most appropriate permanent proposals. 

 
Decision 

 
The Executive agreed to introduce a 20mph pilot scheme at Airth, 
followed by the proposed Phase 1 at 16 settlements as detailed in the 
report. 

 
 


